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FULFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE WORKING GROUP 

 

THURSDAY 10TH MARCH 2022 

 

Parish Office 

Meir Heath & Rough Close Village Hall 
Grange Road 

Stoke-on-Trent 

ST3 7BH 
 

Meeting starts at 1200hrs 
 

In Attendance: 
Cllr Parry (County Councillor) 
Cllr Oxby 
Cllr Wilkinson 
Cllr Noblett 
Cllr Deeth 
Kayleigh Clewley (County Highways) 
Paula Lees (County Highways) 
Mrs Huson (Member of Public) 
Gemma Keiher-Knapper (Clerk/RFO) 
 
 
22.03.01  Stallington bus shelter 
 
Cllr Oxby gave the background information with regards to the bus shelter being lifted 12 months ago to allow 
new footpaths works - the bus shelter had stood with no problems for approximately 10 years previously.  The 
wind has blown it over because the contractors did not re-secure it properly. 
 
Paula Lees confirmed that it is the contractor’s responsibility and that she was working on confirming who the 
contractor was. 
 
22.03.02  GRINDLEY LANE VERGES 
 
Cllr Oxby gave the background with regards to the abuse of the verges being parked on resulting in churning 
them up and leaving them in a mess for many years. 
 
Cllr Noblett added that the state of the verges is an absolute disgrace. 
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Cllr Parry confirmed that it is not illegal. Finger posts have been used in the past, but this does not solve the 
problem.  Other parts of the Country have used bylaws. 
 
Cllr Noblett will make a record of the problem verges and Gemma Keiher-Knapper will raise a concern. 
 
Cllr Oxby it can be added to the newsletter again and if it continues possibly request County write to the 
addresses concerned. 
 
Cllr Deeth asked about the current works on Grindley Lane and if they will make the grass verges good again 
after they have finished.   
 
Paula Lees informed Cllr Deeth to keep an eye and raise a new report on the highways website if they do not. 
 
22.03.03  COMMON LANE ROAD SURFACE 
 
Cllr Noblett raised concerns about Common Lane road surface and Goldborn Ave road surface. 
 
Paula Lees informed Cllr Noblett to add two new reports on the website.  Paula then went on to inform the 
meeting that surface dressing is usually 15 years not including potholes.  Potholes are graded on the type of road 
A, B, C then D followed by unclassified roads being a low priority.  However, the depth of the pothole then 
increases the priority score. 
 
22.03.04  SPEED INDICATORS DISPLAY SIGNS FOR THE PARISH 
 
Cllr Oxby gave the background with regards to this being talked about pre covid and the confirmed locations 
being: Grindley Lane, Uttoxeter Road, Fulford Road and Hilderstone Level.    
 
Gemma Keiher-Knapper asked how we do it? 
 
Cllr Parry informed the meeting that the poles need to be inserted into the ground of the confirmed locations.  
Then the units and solar panels are purchased, moved and data collected by the Parish.  Cllr Parry informed 
Gemma Keiher-Knapper to contact Hilderstone and Weston Clerk as they have recently purchased one unit. 
 
Paula Lees added that she will also ask Amey to assist. 
 
Gemma Keiher-Knapper confirmed that Cllr Gilbert is heavily involved with the Speed Watch Group and that the 
police have sited the Grindley Lane position and that Cllr Gilbert recently informed council that they now have 
volunteers for Hilderstone Level too. 
 
Cllr Parry recommended that if Councillors are getting involved that they do not do the Wards that they live in. 
 
22.03.05  FLOODING AT HILDERSTONE LEVEL 
 
Cllr Oxby informed the meeting that the flooding is much better and that five years ago he was told that the 
pavements were not on the five-year plan however after Christmas the works were carried out.   
 
Mrs Huson was in attendance to represent the residents of Little Lane (behind the Swynnerton Arms).  Mrs 
Huson informed all that the road has a 30mph speed limit but there are constant speeding vehicles.  Previously 
there have been cracks and holes appear almost like subsidence issues.  February 22 problems caused a grid to 
give way and a sinkhole to form by the Swynnerton Arms.  The road was closed, and Little Lane became a rat 
run, drivers churning up the common and using people's private drives to pass.  0600hrs horns were going, heavy 
goods vehicles up and down. 
 
Cllr Oxby asked if the Lane could become access only? 
 
Cllr Parry responded that it is not possible as it is a public highway and people are entitled to use it and that 
speed humps would be the only option. 
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Noted that Baulk Lane, Fulford had become Access Only a few years ago. 
Cllr Deeth asked if it was possible to reduce the speed limit? 
 
Cllr Parry answered that it is not possible as it is set Nationally. 
 
Mrs Huson said that the Common used to have bollards? 
 
Gemma Keiher-Knapper will raise this question with Stafford Borough Council. 
 
22.03.06  FULFORD DALE FLOODING 
 
Cllr Oxby confirmed that it is much better. 
 
22.03.07  GRIDS TO SAVERLEY GREEN 
 
Cllr Oxby informed the meeting that he has reported the grids and the fact that it is about 6 that require 
attention. 
 
22.03.08  “SLOW HORSES”SIGNS BETWEEN SAVERLEY GREEN AND FULFORD. 
 
Cllr Parry confirmed that if there are sites of registered Equestrian Centres then they are eligible for the signs. 
 
Cllr Oxby will raise x2 confirms on the Highways reporting page. 
 
22.03.09  RESURFACE WORKS PLANS FOR THE PARISH 
 
Paula Lees confirmed that the footpath on Uttoxeter Road is scheduled in.  Paula also confirmed that all of the 
future plans can be accessed on the highway’s website and the one network website. 
 
Cllr Oxby asked for the links to be added to the new Parish Council website. 
 
22.03.10  GRITTING 
 
Cllr Oxby confirmed that the gritting schedule can be seen on the website and went on to remind the meeting 
that the Parish has the highest point within the Borough.. 
 
22.03.11  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Cllr Noblett mentioned that the top of Lightwood Road by the Swynnerton Arms and by the school that the 
Common is encroaching onto the footpath. 
 
Gemma Keiher-Knapper will inform Stafford Borough Council. 
 
Cllr Wilkinson informed the meeting that the crossroads in Fulford with Long Lane is a dangerous junction. Cllr 
Wilkinson will investigate what signage there is and if required raise a report on the highway’s website. 
 
Cllr Deeth asked how can double yellow lines be requested as the bend on Ridgway Drive at school drop off and 
pick up now has parked cars on both sides. 
 
Cllr Parry answered that a TRO is required but to request support of PCSO in the first instance. 
 
Gemma Keiher-Knapper will contact PCSOs for support. 
 
22.03.12  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
To be confirmed 
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MEETING CLOSED AT 1330HRS 
GEMMA KEIHER-KNAPPER (Clerk/ Proper Officer) 

 

 

Fulford Parish Council 
clerk@fulfordparishcouncil.org.uk 
 
 
Signed       Date   Position 
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